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Calling the flock

ETUART LAIDLAW
TRITHAND [THICL RIPCHTIE

Aftor thelr feen vears, when God
wal the last thing on their
rimmids, anud their 208 whoen pet

ting through school and bullding
careess were (op priostles, ped-
ple Anally start confronting
o o thie big questions of e
andd death iy thoir 30s, research
by thie United Cliareh of Canadi
b fiwimd.

It maight be the birth of a child
that apuirs them to think about
the kind of society they wamt for
thimr newborn, or the death of o
purent that forees them to con-
fronl ther own mortality for
perhaps the first time, ssye
church moderator David Gull
i

Burt whatever the reason, the
United Church wants to be
thiere

W vwenualdl Hiee our chorehies to
b the places where they eaxpiore
these queestyons,” Gulliano says

That's why Cannda’s argest
Protestant church hos Inunched
aii anbitious and provocative
threpyear $10.5 million com-
padgn fergeted 1o the 30 45
vear ald :&[r Eroup, using oye-
entching advertising and o web-
site whare busgy people enn dis-
cuse spiritvial issues whensver
i3 eonvenisnt to thism

“There is a visible gap in that

e group in our congregations,”
G saye. “It's also an age
g thﬁt & boginning to ask

some big spariund questions.”

Suxteen months of ressanch by
the chureh found thal whabtower
the trigger, peopbe i that ke de-
mogrophile are often groppling
with profound questions of dght
and wrong, spirituality gnd o
bo cope with sl the presres of
{fie, from nusingq:h;ﬁirc-n toy tak-
iyl care of aging purents.

Ln o gd, § newborn baby is
shicwm with s hospital bracelet
thit reads: "\’-‘nrmn.ﬁ SOmiE T
aasezament of priorities and be-
liels oy e reguabred”

It's the perfect message o ol
iat peaphe wiu.:m:iy i fact, e g

their sssumptions
abon} ﬁ because of the arrivai
of o baby, Guilinno sy,

“When myv kids were borm, we
TR 80 rnie for onimmiamd-
o e told the Star:

Bk wihere onee young peopis
cotild furn o extensded fandlies
Elu:hl:inmnfmd.thnlhlﬂu

an option todiy us be Ty
forced 1o move to find wark, he

HiL¥E.

And thit can leove them feeling
very alons during one of the
micat challenging stepes of thelr
krves.

Al the smmo e, saye Ry
Koith Howard, who spearhoad-
e the new campaign, let in
thit demegraphic aften do not
thiink of turning to organtaed re
ligion for answers.

“We hawve a gencration that
hasn't had any exposure to

charrch ™ e says, “Ad thew lenoear

United Church of Canada turns to eve-catching ads,
hoping to attract those aged 30 to 45 to organized religion

wondercate.cald
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Unitsd Chisrch of Canade begins s compalgn ke this Jesus nd for thoss pondecing Bie's big gquastinons

e the .
The U!m'i research

dihvis into wiy péople inthe 30

to 45 upr want spiritual
mﬂﬁhﬁ!ﬁr thunt Jﬁpulj-lﬁw
weothd be too fadimamtal anc du-
thoritarinn I they slmply
shyowed L b :l.-:u,h]:-.-mhu-ml

church ong morning

“Those prroeptions ane prefty

deep rooted,” Howard sayve, add-
i they meay be basod on child-
hood experiences or TV and film
presentoations of churchés and
religiona

Buch percoptiong can't be
ctanbeped with & sheort-tor ad
campaign, Howand says, =0 the
chnanch committed during its bi-
anmual simmer mecting to 4
three-year project, launched
yeaterday, thod will indlnde nds
in both patiomal mageeines and
community newspapers

The church has ilso set up am

onbne iscusshon form whers
gpiritual and other questions
inn be posted wnd debated b all
wiho sign on.

From tlsene; it s boped Uait pa-
trond will uwse the “Church
Hearch™ functon to find a Unit
od Chiireh Ly Lhisle :|c1§i:|h.|l.|r
hocd, effectively uaihg the Web
1o pase them into organdeed reli-
gior.

The prirt s will go (o com-
fnkity newspdpors — moathy
worklies — to bettor allow local
congrejations o ndd the kooa
thana of United Churches in
thedr area

The first nd in_the series will
orame out i time for Christmas,
and will featiore Jesiis sliting in o
shopping mall Santa Claus dis-
il with achild on his knee. 1t's
Wyeint o pl'-l!l'.'l:lhn." l.il.lll':‘l“t!-ﬂl-
about the true meaning ol
Chrisbyias myd s mescages we

give our chidfdren shout giving
and receiving, Hownnd smys.

Howard says the Catch-23
ahout the 20 1o 46 vear old HE
oty s Phat del®e they malghe
asking spimiiual -'||-:-1ri-:||~' for
the firet tinoe in thelr lives, they
sre abso beading very buy lvos
The challenge, then, became
how to reach them. The online
dircussinn group will give any-
odve i Eorum for éxploring ques-
tions of el kgeom and spiritaal iy,
wrharthar by nre Ulnited Church
impitmbare or 1ol

The mds aré mennt tohelp pro-
volke some of the dlipislane
There will b nds dboot gy meae-
riNge IEAuTing & SOETIE-S6 OOL-
Pl on bop of & wedding cake, an
ad sbout sexuality featuring &
can of whipped cream and pds
featuring & bobble-head Joses
thnt makes if such Uyinggs dre just o
ikithe foo disrespeetiiyl,



